
4th Sunday of Advent 

Entrance 

Lo, how a Rose e'er blooming 
From tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse's lineage coming 
As those of old have sung. 
It came, a flower bright, 
Amid the cold of winter 
When half-gone was the night. 

Isaiah 'twas foretold it, 
The Rose I have in mind: 
With Mary we behold it, 
The virgin mother kind. 
To show God's love aright 
She bore to men a Savior 
When half-gone was the night. 

This Flower, whose fragrance tender 
With sweetness fills the air, 
Dispels with glorious splendor 
The darkness everywhere. 
True man, yet very God, 
From sin and death He saves us 
And lightens every load 

  





Reading 1  

2 Sm 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 
When King David was settled in his palace, 
and the LORD had given him rest from his enemies on every side, 
he said to Nathan the prophet, 
"Here I am living in a house of cedar, 
while the ark of God dwells in a tent!" 
Nathan answered the king, 
"Go, do whatever you have in mind, 
for the LORD is with you." 
But that night the LORD spoke to Nathan and said: 
"Go, tell my servant David, 'Thus says the LORD: 
Should you build me a house to dwell in?' 
 
"It was I who took you from the pasture 
and from the care of the flock  
to be commander of my people Israel. 
I have been with you wherever you went, 
and I have destroyed all your enemies before you. 
And I will make you famous like the great ones of the earth. 
I will fix a place for my people Israel; 
I will plant them so that they may dwell in their place 
without further disturbance. 
Neither shall the wicked continue to afflict them as they did of old, 
since the time I first appointed judges over my people Israel. 
I will give you rest from all your enemies. 
The LORD also reveals to you 
that he will establish a house for you. 
And when your time comes and you rest with your ancestors, 
I will raise up your heir after you, sprung from your loins, 
and I will make his kingdom firm. 
I will be a father to him, 
and he shall be a son to me. 
Your house and your kingdom shall endure forever before me; 
your throne shall stand firm forever." 
Responsorial Psalm  
  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/2samuel/7?1%20


Ps 89:2-3, 4-5, 27, 29 
R. (2a) For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
The promises of the LORD I will sing forever; 
through all generations my mouth shall proclaim your faithfulness. 
For you have said, "My kindness is established forever"; 
in heaven you have confirmed your faithfulness. 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
"I have made a covenant with my chosen one, 
I have sworn to David my servant: 
Forever will I confirm your posterity 
and establish your throne for all generations." 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
"He shall say of me, 'You are my father, 
my God, the Rock, my savior.' 
Forever I will maintain my kindness toward him, 
and my covenant with him stands firm." 
R. For ever I will sing the goodness of the Lord. 
Reading 2  

Rom 16:25-27 
Brothers and sisters: 
To him who can strengthen you, 
according to my gospel and the proclamation of Jesus Christ, 
according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret for long ages 
but now manifested through the prophetic writings and, 
according to the command of the eternal God, 
made known to all nations to bring about the obedience of faith, 
to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ 
be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
Alleluia  
 
 
  

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/psalms/89?2%20
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/romans/16?25%20


Gospel  

Lk 1:26-38 
The angel Gabriel was sent from God 
to a town of Galilee called Nazareth, 
to a virgin betrothed to a man named Joseph, 
of the house of David, 
and the virgin's name was Mary. 
And coming to her, he said, 
"Hail, full of grace! The Lord is with you." 
But she was greatly troubled at what was said 
and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 
Then the angel said to her, 
"Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 
 
"Behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, 
and you shall name him Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called Son of the Most High, 
and the Lord God will give him the throne of David his father, 
and he will rule over the house of Jacob forever, 
and of his kingdom there will be no end." 
But Mary said to the angel, 
"How can this be, 
since I have no relations with a man?" 
And the angel said to her in reply, 
"The Holy Spirit will come upon you, 
and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. 
Therefore the child to be born 
will be called holy, the Son of God. 
And behold, Elizabeth, your relative, 
has also conceived a son in her old age, 
and this is the sixth month for her who was called barren; 
for nothing will be impossible for God." 
Mary said, "Behold, I am the handmaid of the Lord. 
May it be done to me according to your word." 
Then the angel departed from her. 
 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/1?26%20


Offertory 
Beyond the moon and stars, as deep as night, 
So great our hunger, Lord, to see your light. 
The sparrow finds her home beneath your wing, 
So may we come to rest where angels sing. 
 
Verse 1 
Our eyes have longed to see your loving face, 
To live within your courts for all our days. 
 
Verse 2 
Your roads have led us, Lord, 'cross desert sand. 
We place our hopes and dreams within your hand. 
 
Verse 3  
Upon our darkness, Lord, a light has shone. 
You came to dwell with us in flesh and bone. 
 
Verse 4 
With shining stars at night, and cloud by day, 
you brought us here to see your love's display. 
 
Verse 5 
When life’s great journey ends, and day is done, 
Then may our eyes behold your Holy One. 
 
 
  



Communion 
 
One bread, one body, one Lord of all 
One cup of blessing which we bless 
And we, though many, throughout the Earth 
We are one body in this one Lord 
 
Gentile or Jew 
Servant or free 
Woman or man 
No more 
 
 
Many the gifts, 
many the works 
One in the Lord 
Of all 
 

 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came 
 
The angel Gabriel from heaven came, 
his wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
"All hail," said he to meek and lowly Mary, 
"most highly favored maiden." Gloria! 

"I come from heav'n to tell the Lord's decree: 
a blessed virgin mother you shall be. 
Your Son shall be Immanuel, by seers foretold, 
most highly favored maiden." Gloria! 

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head; 
"To me be as it pleases God," she said. 
"My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name." 
Most highly favored maiden, Gloria! 



Of her, Immanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
and Christian folk throughout the world will ever say, 
"Most highly favored maiden." Gloria! 

 

  



Closing 

See how the Virgin waits for him; 
Mary in wonder waits for him. 
Shake off your slumber; come all full of wonder.  
Jesus is coming as the Prince of Peace. 
Shake off your slumber; come all full of wonder.  
Jesus is coming as the Prince of Peace.  

Gently she hears the distant breeze swaying the silver olive trees.  
What is she thinking as the sun is sinking, 
waiting the birthday of her firstborn Son? 
What is she thinking as the sun is sinking,  
waiting the birthday of her firstborn Son?  

Now a new pattern on the loom; now a new presence in the room.  
Waking or sleeping, all here love she’s keeping, 
waiting the coming of the Son of God. 
Waking or sleeping, all here love she’s keeping,  
waiting the coming of the Son of God. 
See how the Virgin waits for him. Mary in wonder waits for him.  

 

 


